T H E C H R I S T U S S T E H L I N F O U N D AT I O N F O R C A N C E R R E S E A R C H

OCTOBER 2012

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD!
At right: Elaine Turner, this year’s honoree for the
Friends gala, poses with Bobby Anderson following
a tour of the CHRISTUS Stehlin research facility.
Bottom right: Kenny Loggins,
headliner for the 2012 Friends gala.
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n case you haven’t heard, the Friends of the
Stehlin Foundation has another blockbuster
evening planned for the 32nd annual gala,
scheduled for November 10, 2012, at The
Westin Galleria Houston.
In keeping with the Friends tradition of
featuring top drawer entertainment (and a lot
of fun!), this year’s featured performer is
Grammy-award winner Kenny Loggins, also
known as “the king of movie theme songs.”
continued on page 2

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD!
Originally a part of the duo Loggins &
Messina, Kenny Loggins became a solo
artist and songwriter extraordinaire to
some of the finest artists of their day.
Loggins will be performing high
energy hits from movies like Top Gun,
Footloose, and Caddyshack in the Westin
ballroom. With 12 platinum albums to
his credit, Loggins’ discography covers
more than 40 years, and songs that span
the generations:
Footloose
Danger Zone
Heart to Heart
House at Pooh Corner
Celebrate Me Home
Angry Eyes
I’m Alright (theme from Caddyshack)
This Is It
Playing with the Boys
A Love Song
Places Everyone!
That’s not all that is planned for this
festive evening, co-chaired by two
new faces in the Friends of the Stehlin
Foundation volunteer corps! Gabrielle
Patout and long-time buddy Lory
Tauber (they attended Duchesne
Academy together) have orchestrated a
fantastic schedule of events.
The evening’s headline act will be
followed by the popular Austin dance
band Skyrocket!, sure to keep the dance
floor hopping. Their specialty? ‘70s &
80‘s hits, cherry-picked to get screams of
sudden recognition from the audience.
They’re a blast from the past – in the
best possible way! Skyrocket!‘s last few
appearances in Houston have been
sell-outs.
“We are just so pleased with the way
things are turning out,” said Gabrielle.
“Our first goal is, of course, to raise lots
of money for the Foundation. But we
also wanted to maintain the high ‘fun
standards’ of the Friends galas, and along
the way, encourage a new group of people
to get involved with the Foundation.”
So far, the formula is working! Early
table sales have been brisk.
Some New Twists
The honoree for the 32nd annual
Friends of the Stehlin Foundation
gala is Elaine Turner, a local designer
whose high fashion handbags, shoes and

2012 Gala Co-chairs Lory Tauber and Gabrielle Patout

women’s accessories are found in her own
boutiques and luxury stores around the
nation. Mrs. Turner is actively involved
in breast cancer organizations in
support of her mother, who is currently
undergoing treatment.
As always, there will be silent and live
auctions at this year’s Friends gala. Each
year, the collection of travel packages,
sports tickets, jewelry items and rock ‘n
roll memorabilia grows – and this year
the collection is more diverse than ever.
This year, for the first time ever, select
auction items will be open to online
bidding prior to the gala! Just go to
stehlin.org and follow the instructions
to get in on early bidding. You may be
a winner!
Football enthusiasts will be delighted
to learn that there will be a pop-up
Sports Bar created just to keep them
happy. Multiple flat screens will carry
the key games of the evening – no need
to check your cell phones for up-to-theminute scores, kids!
Toward More Happy Endings
Friends of the Stehlin Foundation galas
have always been about much more than
fun and games. This year, the spotlight
is on two forms of cancer, both currently
the focus of research at the Foundation:
Prostate cancer, and DSRCT, a rare
type of sarcoma cancer which affects
primarily young people.
Said co-chair Lory, “We have both
lost family members to cancer, so this
is a cause dear to our hearts. We are so
impressed with the work at Stehlin – this
seemed like a way to contribute directly
to the battle against this disease.”
As always, the proceeds from the
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2012 Friends of the Stehlin Foundation
gala are targeted to help advance the
critical cancer research, treatment and
educational programs at the CHRISTUS
Stehlin Foundation.
Bobby Anderson, president of the
CHRISTUS Stehlin Foundation, is
grateful for the way this year’s gala chairs
have taken the reins. “The Friends galas
are our longest-standing, most consistent
form of support. They have netted over
$11 million – which has helped to fund
the cancer research conducted in our
labs. The amazing thing is how much fun
has gone into this fundraising.
“This year, Gabrielle and Lory are
absolutely the right people for the job.
They’ve brought a fresh point of view
and a bubbly energy that guarantee to
make this another great evening.”
You’re Invited!!
Invitations to the 32nd Annual Friends
of the Stehlin Foundation gala have been
mailed to our mailing list. As always,
tickets can be purchased by phone or
mail.
In addition, this year marks the first
time tickets for the Friends of the Stehlin
Foundation gala can be purchased
securely online through the Foundation
website.
No need to wait for snail mail – just
visit stehlin.org, go to “Events,” and
follow the instructions. Hope to see
you there!

On the Small Screen
Gabrielle Patout and Lory
Tauber appeared on a fiveminute segment on Comcast
News on June 15 to talk about
the upcoming Friends of the
Stehlin Foundation gala – and
the cancer research conducted
every day at the Foundation.
You can view the interview
for yourself on the CHRISTUS
Stehlin Foundation website:
stehlin.org. The video is on
the “Events” page, in the lefthand sidebar.

Gala Tables & Tickets
Underwriters
$100,000

The Godfather – Major Benefactor

$50,000

Citizen Kane – Benefactor

Sponsor Tables (10 seats)
$25,000

Doctor Zhivago – Underwriter –
Premium seating

$10,000

Good Fellas – Premium seating

$5,000

The Wild Bunch

$3,500

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

Tickets
$2,000

Double Indemnity – Seating for
two in the $10,000 table section

$1,000

Bonnie and Clyde – Seating for
two in the $5,000 table section

$600

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid – Seating for two

$300

Rebel Without A Cause –
Individual seating

Shopping for a Cause

I

n late August, Elaine Turner hosted a
fundraising event at her newest store in
CityCentre. Partial proceeds from the sale
of her signature goods were donated to
the CHRISTUS Stehlin Foundation for
Cancer Research. Mrs. Turner will be the
honoree at the 2012 Friends of the Stehlin
Foundation gala, to be held November 10
at the Westin Galleria Houston.

Totally Tubular

T

he Friends of the Stehlin Foundation and the Young Texans Against Cancer (YTAC) hosted a wicked 80’s-themed
evening for young professionals in September at Joystix Classic Games and Pinballs. Guests in vintage attire inspired
by 80’s celebrities enjoyed old school video games, pool tables and golden oldies. Proceeds from the event benefited the
CHRISTUS Stehlin Foundation.
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Foundation News

Bowlers Jackie Oncken and Donna Connors

Another Strike Against Cancer

F

or 13 years the Striking Against
Breast Cancer Mixed Doubles
Bowling Tournament has attracted
many of America’s most talented bowlers
to Palace Lanes in Houston.
The pro-am tournament, sponsored
by Storm Bowling Products, is held
in honor of Luci Bonneau, a popular
and talented local bowler struck down
by cancer. Proceeds from event support
the breast cancer research and treatment
programs conducted at the CHRISTUS
Stehlin Foundation.
Tournament organizer Donna
Conners presented a check for $20,000
to Foundation president Bobby
Anderson representing proceeds from the
2012 tournament held July 20-22. The
Foundation is honored to benefit from this
great event.
CHRISTUS Stehlin on the
Research Front

R

ecent publications by staff members
of the CHRISTUS Stehlin
Foundation include:
• An article in the Journal of Molecular
Science describing the metabolic
differences of the anticancer drug
CZ48 in human and mouse livers.
The liver is the primary organ for
drug metabolism.
• An article in the Open Journal of
Medicinal Chemistry referring to a
new and more efficient method of
synthesizing CZ48 and its derivatives.
• An article in Anti-Cancer Agents in
Medicinal Chemistry that describes the
structure, synthesis, and anticancer
activity of a series of new camptothecin
derivatives developed by Stehlin
researchers. Preliminary results seem
to indicate that these compounds are
more effective and less toxic against
human cancers than either of the two
camptothecin derivatives currently
approved for human use (Irinotecan
and Topotecan).
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Young Scientists at Stehlin

T

A. Gordon Findlay, Jr.

CHRISTUS Stehlin
Remembers
A. Gordon Findlay, Jr.

L

ong term CHRISTUS Stehlin
Foundation trustee Gordon
Findlay died in June of this year of
complications involving rheumatoid
arthritis.
A pancreatic cancer survivor since
1995, Gordon participated in a clinical
trial of 9NC – a drug developed by the
Stehlin Foundation – when little hope
was given for his survival.
Subsequently, Gordon became
very active in the Golfers Against
Cancer group, which originated at
the Kingwood Country Club and now
has multiple nationwide chapters. His
tenure on the CHRISTUS Stehlin
Foundation board began in 1996; he
also served as audit chair for many
years.
Gordon helped to raise hundreds
of thousands of dollars used to
advance the research projects at the
Foundation. He last presented a check
to the Foundation in April 2012 in the
amount of $58,000.
“Gordon was a tireless champion for
us for the past 17 years,” commented
Bobby Anderson, president of the
Foundation. “We will miss him dearly.”
Gordon Findlay, Jr., was born in
1941 in the northeast and moved to
Houston in 1982. He is survived by his
wife Lynne, daughter Dana, sons Drew
and Gordon, and four grandchildren.

he 2012 summer participants in
Educational Scholarship Program
have concluded their “tour of duty” at
the CHRISTUS Stehlin Foundation for
Cancer Research.
Selected from more than 80 top tier
applicants with an interest in science
and the health professions, seven college
students spent their summer conducting
cancer research alongside PhD-level
scientists at the Foundation’s state-ofthe-art laboratories.
The group chosen to take advantage of
this unique opportunity consisted of:
Christopher Liehr
Texas A&M University
Sarah Rohrman
St. Agnes Academy/Univ Notre Dame
Steven Vo
The University of Texas
Adrika Venkatanarayanan
University of Alabama
Annika Wiedemann
Technical University Berlin (Germany)
Pauline de Zeeuw
McGill University, Montreal
Shan Zhao
Dulles HS/University of Houston
Walking the Walk
Two facets of the Stehlin internship
program are unique, supported by the
Foundation’s mission to contribute to
cancer research education.

• The interns take on significant
responsibilities and contribute to
the important cancer research
projects. Several students have been
cited in prestigious journals due to
their summer projects.
• The interns are paid for their
work, with the understanding that
these funds will be used to defray their
educational expenses.
“As always, this was an exceptional
group of students,” commented Dana
Vardeman, laboratory supervisor at
Stehlin. “They gained a lot from this
experience, and we put their talent and
efforts to good use.”
Royer Scholars Named
Beginning in 2011, some of the
Foundation’s summer interns are
designated “Royer Scholars.” The 2012
Royer Scholars were Christopher Liehr
of Texas A&M, Annika Wiedemann of
Technical University Berlin, and Pauline
de Zeeuw of McGill University.
The Royer scholarships were
created and permanently endowed by
CHRISTUS Health to honor the valued
longterm service of former CEO Tom
Royer, M.D., and his wife Jane.
Dr. Royer continues to serve on the
CHRISTUS Stehlin Foundation board.
He has been a trustee since 2006.

The Summer 2012 participants in the CHRISTUS Stehlin Educational Scholarship program.

5

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Houston, TX
Permit No. 2146

10301 Stella Link, Suite A
Houston, TX 77025
713-659-1336
www.stehlin.org
Address Service Requested

Progress in DSRCT - Cancer of the Young

M r . K im W heless

I

magine you are a 13-year-old Dallas boy
diagnosed with a rare type of sarcoma
cancer – desmoplastic small round-cell
tumor, or DSRCT.
Your treatment will consist of seven
courses of chemotherapy (with surgery to
remove the large tumor in your abdomen
after the third round) followed by a stem cell
transplant.
You’ll receive five different chemo drugs,
delivered by infusions that require multiple
hours on alternating days. You’ll also receive
drugs to prevent bleeding in your bladder and
kidneys and to stimulate blood cell growth.
After extensive surgery to resect your
tumor, you’ll undergo radiation therapy
and receive a transplant of stem cells that
had been harvested from your bone marrow
earlier.
In spite of this grueling treatment, the
prognosis for DSRCT patients – most often
between 12 and 25 years of age – is very grim.
DSRCT – A Neglected Disease
Astoundingly, almost no research into this
rare childhood cancer has been done.
Today the CHRISTUS Stehlin
Foundation is working to develop the first
cell lines of DSRCT (via tissue culture) and
to create xenograft transplants of DSRCT
tumors for testing.

The goals of the three-year,
$970,000 DSRCT project are:
1. To create the model systems required
to study DSRCT outside the patient,
2. To discover new types of treatment,
and
3. To test DSRCT’s sensitivity to
new and existing drugs and other
treatment modalities. As new cell
lines are developed, our scientists
are making them available to the
global cancer research community.
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chairman of the board

M r . M ichael M eagher
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vice chairman
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Houston, Texas

D r . J ohn G illean

in his laboratory.

Irving, Texas

To date, 14 DSRCT tumor samples have
been received; 7 are growing stably in tissue
culture and 9 are established as serially
transplantable xenografts.
We’re also testing the Foundation’s
anticancer drug CZ48 against DSRCT cell
cultures. So far, CZ48 has shown activity
against all of the DSRCT cell lines, a cause
for optimism in the lab.
To our knowledge, this is the largest
collection of DSRCT cell lines assembled
anywhere in the world.
With access to cell lines that represent a
broad collection of DSRCT tumors, scientists
can develop better diagnostic tools, test the
disease’s vulnerability to new drugs, create
new therapies, and one day deliver highlypersonalized treatment to patients. This
research may provide answers not only for
DSRCT, but for other small cell sarcomas
that affect thousands of children and families
each year.
How Can You Help?
We’re seeking support for this important
and desperately-needed research from those
foundations and individuals interested in
having an impact on childhood health. Please
contact us through the website or by calling
713-659-1336 if you would like to donate to
this critical effort.
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The Christus S tehlin F oundation
on the internet at

www.stehlin.org
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